*
RoQia Over 470* former European Ministers, Ambassadors & Senior Officials call on
’)g EU Leaders to act against Israeli annexation of the E1 area of the West Bank

6" May 2026

Call for EU action

The EU and its Member States, together with partners, must take immediate action to
deter Israel from further advancing its illegal annexation of Palestinian land in the West
Bank through the construction of a huge new illegal settlement bloc in the pivotal E1 area.
Israel’s aim is to bisect the West Bank in two and wreck any prospects of a “two state
solution”. To this end the Israeli government intends to publish on 1* June an initial tender
for construction in the E1 area of 3401 residential “units” to provide housing for up to
15,000 illegal settlers. This E1 tender is proceeding despite persistent efforts by the EU and
like-minded countries over many years to engage Israel in a critical dialogue to prevent it
from illegally acquiring Palestinian land by force.

The EU and its Member States must act now - including at the Foreign Affairs Council of
11™ May - to oppose, together with partners, Israeli illegal settlement actions notably those
in the E1 area. As an initial response, the EU must - at a minimum - impose targeted
sanctions, including visa bans and prohibitions on doing business in the EU on all those
engaged in illegal settlement activity, in particular those promoting, tendering for and
implementing the El Plan. These entities and individuals include politicians, settler
leaders, the Israeli ‘Land Authority’, representatives of local authorities, planners, lawyers,
architects, engineers, developers, contractors, banks and other financing institutions.

There is no longer room for hesitation and ambiguity.

The E1 red line is about to be crossed. We must act collectively, individually and,
above all, act now.

y

Background:

On st June, in just three weeks’ time, the Israeli Government intends to publish detailed tenders to
develop the pivotal E1 area of the West Bank (see maps below) by constructing an initial phase of 3401
new housing “units”, providing homes in a first stage for up to 15,000 illegal Israeli settlers on 17% of
the E1 land area, to be followed by subsequent building phases on the remaining 83% of EI.
Interested developers and contractors for this first phase would have until 6 July to file their bids, with
construction contracts being awarded thereafter. This E1 annexation plan is the culmination of Israeli
government actions already underway, cutting the West Bank in two, destroying the territorial
contiguity of Palestine, separating East Jerusalem from Ramallah and Bethlehem and - most
important of all - ruining the prospects of a ‘“Two-State Solution’ and a viable Palestinian State
recognised by the overwhelming majority of UN Member States. Israeli plans for both the
construction of an adjacent commercial and employment zone within the E1 area and for ethnically
cleansing Bedouin communities from the E1 area are also being finalised.



The International Court of Justice declared in 2024 that Israel’s occupation of Palestine is illegal and
must be terminated. European leaders have repeatedly condemned the E1 plans and urged Israel as the
occupying power to cease and desist from taking them forward. All these admonitions have not only
been ignored but have been met with a systematic increase in new settlements. Also ignored consistently
are innumerable demands by the EU, its Member States and like-minded countries for Israel to put a
stop to the tsunami of state supported settler violence against Palestinians in the West Bank, including
East Jeruslaem, and to cease house demolitions, forced transfers, confiscations, evictions, ethnic
cleansing and the construction of new outposts and illegal settlements. More than 1000 Palestinians in
the West Bank have been killed by terrorist settlers and Israeli security forces since 7 October 2023,
whilst killings in Gaza and Lebanon continue unabated.

ANNEX: Illustrative maps of E1 area
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(Sources for maps: The Economist / Peace Now)

Note: This Statement has been preceded by seven others that this group has issued since July 2025
(accessed via hyperlinks below) to recommend a series of actions that the EU and its Member States
should take to respond to the ongoing situation throughout Palestine, including the continuing impasse
in Gaza and the large-scale illegal annexation and expansion of settlements in the West Bank.



* Statement of 6th May 2026 signed by 476 European former Ministers, Ambassadors & Senior
Officials.

Link to: List of Co-Signatories (further signatories may be added after the release of this Statement)

Links to Translations of this Statement:
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Links to Previous Statements issued on:

10 July, 28 July, August, September, October 2025 and February and April 2026



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BUxjGVlbKOappMk5l_bKTuKe0EDN1uVV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12aaR11za3S4k7hsSUzB8_el682L8c-D6/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mvhHkhKlEpTQdp4HD3BmEbdTOCk6cGTz/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sYaBV87mGk00joqOoF08CS0dfDiQ4454/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t3AOWBonLjEg3rIxkh22Zj8wxL1h2IsR/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WqmGOR0n6A6USRhxEma0kCwX8969m7ml/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11dFtPkcLlav4WKSzKv-ymWr8_UPUyoH1/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19F4r0JUt7QiVuN40T7yYVKWzJwUQsUhB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QfZNgT6gN8qjyPwanARSrQivoMUzEUtf/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yzPqVnx6Lbjvl8P924eNZFTq-8IQVcIE/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w0-01jvKWUZsUL3FPHhmpjOu4MV4pgS5/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pxvcj9Xxe5s0zPsV8-Rq19vBbj2zvEDb/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/117q-V5rotEdcu-ShalOmzPH0_KX6WVCm/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zzrqj-0x_6Mj9n10dG5b6jzmbea_wO1I/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mbvNA6VHJTAffNNe7i5Nr4zJj4amZe7m/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zzrqj-0x_6Mj9n10dG5b6jzmbea_wO1I/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f269EN-35LLtu_jsGXV5fWH6j04m7bTI/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GvHVNl_tTRb0FKgw72M9i4FmpHRluWBh/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iaFXjBc03RCw08H-4-_KxSErISBcKBrX/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ej1mNmwICTwWBi9KydG6dNmpKcP1i5tV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nk-CLb3D5r2jYcv3Bi-_tVYolr7FGBZq/view?usp=drive_link

European former Ministers, Ambassadors & Senior Officials
supporting the Statement of May 2026 on Palestine / Israel
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1.  Aldo Ajello EU Special Representative for Great Lakes Region

2. Véronique Arnault Director at EEAS

3. Mikael Barfod EU Ambassador

4. Geoffrey Barrett EU Ambassador

5. Alexander Baum EU Ambassador
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12.  Giorgio Bonacci Director General at European Commission & EU Ambassador

13.  Vassilis Bontosoglou EU Ambassador

14. Josep Borrell President of the European Parliament; EU High Representative and
Commission Vice-President; and Foreign Minister of Spain

15. Laurens Jan Brinkhorst EU Ambassador; & former Deputy PM, Netherlands

16. Anne Bucher Director General at European Commission

17.  Marco Buti Director General at European Commission

18.  John Caloghirou EU Ambassador

19. Glauco Calzuola EU Ambassador

20. Helen Campbell EU Ambassador

21. Jean-Frangois Cautain EU Ambassador

22.  Filiberto Ceriani Sebregondi EU Ambassador

23.  Donato Chiarini EU Ambassador

24. Peter Beck Christiansen EU Ambassador

25.  Ramiro Cibrian EU Ambassador

26. John Clarke EU Ambassador

27.  Tim Clarke EU Ambassador

28. Jim Cloos Director General at EU Council Secretariat

29. Fabio Colasanti Director General at European Commission

30. Robert Cooper Director General at EU Council Secretariat

31. Denis Corboy EU Ambassador

32.  Marcus Cornaro Deputy Director General at European Commission & EU Ambassador

33. Patrick Costello Head of Cabinet, European Commission

34. Paul Culley Director at EU Council Secretariat

35.  Emer Daly Director at the European Commission

36. Philippe Darmuzey EU Ambassador

37.  Michael Davenport EU Ambassador

38. Carlo De Filippi EU Ambassador

39. Jan De Kok EU Ambassador

40. Isabelle Delattre EU Ambassador

41.  Jos Delbeke Director General at European Commission

42.  Dominique Dellicour EU Ambassador

43. Anna Diamantopoulou EU Commissioner and Greek Minister

44.  Alfonso Diez Torres EU Ambassador

45.  Rafael Dochao Moreno EU Ambassador

46. Michael Doyle EU Ambassador

47. Sean Doyle EU Ambassador

48. Toméas Dupla del Moral Director at European Commission
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Eneko Landaburu
Colm Larkin
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EU Ambassador
EU Ambassador
EU Ambassador
Director General at European Commission
EU Ambassador

Deputy Director General, EU Council Secretariat; EUSR; & Dutch Ambassador

Deputy Director General at European Commission
EU Ambassador
EU Ambassador

Deputy Director General at European Commission & EU Ambassador

Director at the European Commission; and Vice-Chair of the
‘Global Fund’ Board

Spokesperson for EU High Rep Solana; UN USG; & State Secretary, Spain

Director at European Commission

Director General at European Commission

EU Ambassador

Director & Representative on disarmament/non-proliferation,
at Council & EEAS

EU Ambassador

EUSR for Human Rights; Tanaiste (Deputy PM)

& Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ireland

Head Registrar ECJ; & Director Head of EP Office, Paris
Director General at European Commission

Principal Legal Advisor at European Commission

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

ESDP Adyviser to EU High Representative Solana

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

Director Eurostat

EU Ambassador

Director General at European Commission

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

Director General at European Commission

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

Director at European Commission

Director General at European Commission & EU Ambassador
Head of EC Representation in Ireland; & Chef de Cabinet
Secretary General of EEAS; & UN USG

Deputy Secretary General at EEAS

EU Ambassador

EC Peace Envoy to Northern Ireland; & Member of NI Assembly
Director General at European Commission

Page 2 of 11



European former Ministers, Ambassadors & Senior Officials
supporting the Statement of May 2026 on Palestine / Israel

Co-signatory name:

95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.

Lars-Erik Lundin
David Macrae
Christian Manahl

Constantinos Maniatopoulos

Michael Matthiessen
Brian Mc Donald
Gerard McGovern
Maria McLoughlin
Dirk Meganck
Paraskevi Michou
Hugues Mingarelli
Pierre Mirel

James Moran
Francesca Mosca
Amir Naqvi

Luigi Narbone
Alberto Navarro
John O'Rourke
Attilio Pacifici
Corrado Pampaloni
Paola Pampaloni
Elisabeth Pape
Luisella Pavan
Jaime Perez Vidal
Marc Pierini

José Manuel Pinto Teixeira
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EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

Director General at European Commission

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

Adviser to Secretary General, EEAS

Director EU Commission

Director General at European Commission
Managing Director at EEAS & EU Ambassador
Hon. Director General at European Commission
EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador; & State Secretary for EU Affairs, Spain
EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

Deputy Managing Director at European External Action Service
EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

Director General at European Commission

EU Ambassador

Director General at European Commission
Director General at European Commission; Head of EFSF & ESM
EU MEPP envoy; and German Ambassador

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

Director General at European Commission
Director at European Commission

EU Ambassador

EUSR for North Macedonia; Swedish Ambassador & State Secretary of Defense

EU Ambassador

Director General at EU Council Secretariat
EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

Director General at European Commission
EU Ambassador; & ASG UNDESA

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador

Director General at European Commission
EU Ambassador

Spokesman of European Commission

EU Ambassador
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169. Guy Verhofstadt
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171. Dirk Achten
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173. Michel Ardui

174. Thomas Baekelandt
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181. Philippe Colyn
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EU Ambassador
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EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador
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Managing Director at EEAS

EU Ambassador

EU Ambassador
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EU Ambassador
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Ambassador

Ambassador
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Prime Minister, Minister of State
Minister of State, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Secretary General MFA, Ambassador
Ambassador
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Ambassador

Ambassador
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Ambassador

Ambassador
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Ambassador

Ambassador
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Ambassador / Director General (EU)
Consul General

Ambassador
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Ambassador
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Minister for Foreign Affairs
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Ambassador
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Ambassador
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Ambassador
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Ambassador

Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador

Ambassador; & EU Ambassador
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Ambassador
Ambassador
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Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
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Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador

Permanent Representative to the EU & Chair of COREPER
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Minister for Development Cooperation; and MEP
Minister for Defence
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Ambassador
Ambassador
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Page 8 of 11



European former Ministers, Ambassadors & Senior Officials
supporting the Statement of May 2026 on Palestine / Israel

Co-signatory name:

366. Mette Gonggrijp

367. Simone Filippini
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397. Emilija Stojmenova Duh

SPAIN
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401. Luis Calvo Merino

402. Carles Casajuana Palet
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Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador

Ambassador

President of the Portuguese Parliament (2015 - 2022)
State Secretary for European Affairs; and former MEP

Minister of Education, Science, and Sport
Minister of Digital transformation

Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador for Human Rights
Ambassador
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Co-signatory name: Former role(s):

408. Juan Manuel Lépez Nadal Ambassador

409. Alfonso Lépez Perona Ambassador

410. Nicolas Martinez-Fresno Ambassador

411. Emilio Menéndez del Valle Ambassador; and former MEP

412. Eudaldo Miralpeix Martinez Ambassador

413. Juan Manuel Molina Lamothe Ambassador

414. Diego Muiiz Lovelace Ambassador

415. Antonio Pedauyé Ambassador; and UN Special Envoy to the Balkans

416. Agustin Santos Maraver Ambassador, Permanent Representative to the UN

417. Antonio Segura Moris Ambassador

418. Francisco Villar Ortiz de Urbina Ambassador

419. Juan Antonio Yéfiez-Barnuevo Permanent Representative to the UN

SWEDEN

420. Stefan Lofven Prime Minister

421. Lena Hjelm Wallén Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister

422. Hans Blix Foreign Minister; Director General IAEA; & Executive Chairman
of UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission

423. Jan Eliasson Foreign Minister; & Deputy Secretary General of the UN

424. Margot Wallstrom Foreign Minister; First Vice-President of European Commission

425. Gun Britt Andersson State Secretary; & Director UNRWA, Jerusalem

426. Mats Karlsson State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

427. Pierre Schori Minister for Development Cooperation, MFA; Ambassador; & MEP

428. Annika Soder State Secretary and Ambassador

429. Michael Sohlman State Secretary, MFA

430. Mats Aberg Ambassador

431. Lars Anell Ambassador

432. Lennart Bage Ambassador

433. Orjan Berner Ambassador

434. Kenneth Bertilsson Consul General

435. Cecilia Bjorner Ambassador

436. Anders Bjurner Ambassador

437. Agneta Bohman Ambassador

438. Ove Bring Legal Advisor, MFA

439. Hans Corell Former Ambassador and former UN Under Secretary General for Legal Affairs

440. Ulrika Cronenberg Mossberg Ambassador

441. Ann Dismorr Ambassador; & UNRWA Director, Lebanon

442. Rolf Ekeus Ambassador; & Director UN Special Commission on Iraq

443. Nils Eliasson Ambassador

444. Bjorn Elmér Ambassador

445. Stig Elvemar Ambassador

446. Marika Fahlén Ambassador

447. Caroline Fleetwood Ambassador

448. Harald Fries Ambassador

449. Lars-Erik Grundell Ambassador

450. Klas Gierow Ambassador

451. Catharina Hempel Kipp Ambassador

452. Jan Henningsson Director

453. Staffan Herrstrom Ambassador
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Co-signatory name:

454.
455.
456.
457.
458.
459.
460.
461.
462.
463.
464.
465.
466.
467.
468.
469.
470.
471.

472.
473.
474.
475.
476.

Ulf Hjertonsson

Birgitta Holst Alani
Ingmar Karlsson

Birgitta Karlstrom Dorph
Maj-Inger Klingvall
Ingemar Lindahl

Lisette Lindahl

Borje Ljunggren

Hans Lundborg

Hans Magnusson

Johan Molander

Jan Axel Nordlander
Peter Osvald

Torbjorn Pettersson

Lars Ronnds

Karin Roxman

Fredrik Schiller
Madeleine Stroje Wilkens

Lena Sundh

Peter Tejler

Lars Vargo

Catherine von Heidenstam
Eva Walder

Former role(s):

Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador

Consul General

Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador

Ambassador; and Deputy Director of Swedish International
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)

Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
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